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Statement by Partners for Transparency
Before the Working Group on Transparency and Reporting
On March 19th
Subject: Reports Submitted by Governments and Parliaments Regarding Arms Transfers and Trade
Thank you, Mr. Facilitator,
Partners for Transparency affirm that transparency is one of the essential pillars for enhancing the effective implementation of the Arms Trade Treaty. National reports submitted by governments regarding the exports and imports of conventional arms represent an important source for understanding patterns in arms trade at the international level.
However, the effectiveness of these reports largely depends on the level of detail they include, their regular submission, and their availability in a public, systematic, and timely manner.
National parliaments can play a vital role in this context by reviewing these reports and enhancing democratic oversight over arms transfer decisions, contributing to greater transparency regarding arms transfer policies, and allowing for broader discussions about the risks associated with these operations, including risks of diversion and use in contexts involving serious violations of international humanitarian law and international human rights law.
The level of parliamentary oversight on arms transfer operations varies widely among countries. While some systems require periodic reporting to parliaments, others do not require such transparency.
Compounding this issue is the difficulty in legally challenging arms export licenses, with courts often taking differing stances on the jurisdiction of local courts to hear challenges regarding export license decisions.
For instance, the French Administrative Court rejected requests from dozens of civil society organizations in three separate proceedings to suspend French arms exports to Israel, ruling that export licenses are not administrative acts but political decisions tied to France's international relations, and therefore fall outside the court's jurisdiction. The Council of State, France's highest administrative court, upheld this decision on appeal.
Mr. Facilitator,
Accordingly, Partners for Transparency calls for encouraging treaty parties to enhance national transparency practices in this area, including publishing detailed periodic reports on arms transfers, bolstering the role of parliaments in reviewing these reports, and exchanging experiences among countries regarding best practices related to parliamentary oversight and public information availability.
Thank you.
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